Martin-Worster-Drought
Family history: Cataract in paternal grandmother; cataract in father and in three of his sisters. History suggestive of myotonia in one of the patient's brothers now dead.
History: About 1912 the patient's face became very thin and never filled out again. During the last eight years occasional spasm of the tongue during conversation and for about five years spasm of the hands after grasping anything tightly. About two years ago the lower limbs began to waste and they are still getting thinner and weaker. Six months ago she felt the right leg numb and later the numbness spread up to the middle of the leg.
Present state: Advanced wasting of the muscles of the face, neck, forearms, thighs and legs; all the musculature of the body is very small. Myotonia on voluntary movements in the tongue, masseters, muscles involved in the hand grasp and in some of the muscles of the lower limbs. Mvotonic reaction to percussion in the muscles of the upper arms and shoulder girdle.
Eyes: A few dust-like opacities in both lenses. Fundi normal. Pupils react poorly to light. Circulatory system: Heart sounds normal. Blood-pressure, systolic 98 mm. mercury; and diastolic 66 mm. mercury. Genito-urinary system: Free creatine is present in the urine. Menses irregular every third or fourth month; menstruation did not begin till she was 18 years of age.
Nervous system: Tendon-jerks all absent; superficial reflexes normal. No disorder of the cranial nerves. On admission to hospital there was a loss of appreciation of pain and touch stimuli over the right foot and lower part of the right leg but this was dispelled by Dr. Harris by the use of suggestion and faradism.
Case of Tumour of the Acoustic Nerve.
By C. WORSTER-DROUGHT, M.D. F. G., FEMALE, aged 37. HEistory.-About April, 1921, the patient began to complain of deafness in the right ear and numbness on the right side of the face, the two symptoms appearing almost simultaneously. During the past two years, the facial numbness has increased only very slightly, but the deafness has become more pronounced. Other symptoms that have been noticed from time to time are as follows: (1) In addition to right facial numbness, occasional tingling sensations on the right cheek, margins of the lips, and on the right side of the tongue.
(2) Occasional tinnitus-described as "buzzing in the head "-which tends to become more constant. (3) Occasional vertigo and, more recently, a tendency to stagger on turning quickly or upon rising from the lying-down position. (4) Transient twitching of the right side of the face. (5) Attacks of nausea and vomiting of short duration at long intervals, and, more recently, (6) occipital
